
PRECIPITATION

A PRECIPITATE REACTION IS ONE IN WHICH AQUEOUS COMPOUNDS REACT TO FORM 
AN INSOLUBLE SOLID, CALLED A PRECIPITATE. THIS SOLID CAN BE SUSPENDED 
THROUGHOUT THE SOLUTION, OR FALL TO THE BOTTOM OF THE REACTION 
VESSEL. WHETHER OR NOT A REACTION WILL FORM A PRECIPITATE IS DICTATED 

BY SOLUBILITY RULES FOR IONIC COMPOUNDS.
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EXAMPLE: 2NaOH(aq) + MgCl2(aq) → 2NaCl(aq) + Mg(OH)2(s)


