EVERYDAY CHEMICALS: ACETIC ACID

Acetic acid, also referred to as ‘ethanoic acid’, is well known as the acidic component of vinegar. However, it also has a range of applications, particularly as
a precursor to a number of other important substances, outside of its normal household use. Here, we take a look at some of these common applications.
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Vinegar is often recommended as a household cleaner,
for removing smears and streaks from windows and
mirrors. It’s found in some descalers for removing
limescale, as it reacts with the calcium carbonate that
limescale is primarily composed of. Studies have also
shown acetic acid to have a good antibacterial effect.
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REACTION OF ACETIC ACID WITH SODIL

Acetic acid in the form of vinegar can also be used in
a common household science experiment. It can be
reacted with baking powder (sodium bicarbonate) to

produce a volcano-like effect. The acid reacts with the
bicarbonate in a neutralisation reaction, which also
produces carbon dioxide, causing a frothing effect.
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