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ACIDS, ALKALIS, AND THE pH SCALE
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H+ CONCENTRATION

(in moles per litre)
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The pH scale is a way of gauging the acidity or alkalinity of a solution. It is calculated using: pH = -log10[H+]. Adding an 
acid to water increases the H+ (H3O+) concentration, and decreases the OH- concentration. An alkali does the opposite.
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(in moles per litre) EVERYDAY EXAMPLE
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