ICE CORES & ATMOSPHERIC HISTORY

Ice cores from Antarctica and Greenland can tell us a lot about the past of our planet’s atmosphere and climate. Here’s a look at how!

DRILLING ICE CORES . DATING, TEMPERATURE, & ISOTOPES CO, AND POLLUTANTS

Cores can be dated visually by counting layers, or by using
electrical conductivity measurements. Variations in snowfall
density give lighter layers for summer snowfall and darker
layers in winter. Variations in summer and winter snowfall
acidity affect the electrical conductivity of the ice.
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