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8th February – Dmitri Mendeleev’s birthday (1834)
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Today in Chemistry History

The elements of Mendeleev’s periodic table (1869)

Mendeleev created a version of the 
periodic table in which he left gaps for 
undiscovered elements and predicted 

what their properties would be. Element 
101, mendelevium, is named after him.
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Mendeleev arranged his table by periodic trends and used these to predict the properties of several unknown elements. 
When these elements were eventually discovered years later, their properties closely matched his predictions. He didn’t 

predict the noble gases and struggled to incoporate them into his table once they had been discovered in the 1890s.
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