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22nd September – Michael Faraday’s birthday (1791)
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22 September 1791

25 August 1867
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Today in Chemistry History

Faraday’s laws of electrolysis

Faraday was a chemist and physicist who 
established the foundations of modern 

electrochemistry. He also studied 
electromagnetism and discovered benzene 

and tetrachloroethylene.
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First law of electrolysis Second law of electrolysis
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The mass of a substance 
deposited or released at an 

electrode during electrolysis 
is directly proportional to the 

quantity of electricity that passes 
through the electrolyte.

When the same quantity of 
electricity passes through 

different solutions, the amount of 
different substances deposited or 

released is proportional to their 
equivalent weights.

Faraday also popularised the usage of electrochemical terms commonly used today, including 
electrolysis, electrode, anode, cathode, electrolyte and ion.


